Some Thoughts on Vocabulary & Translation Test Questions

by 中正高中 陳秋榮

I. Vocabulary Test:

1. Balanced distribution of parts of speech: nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, prepositions, etc.

2. Adequate clues for the answers, but avoid using definitions
3. Appropriate language: positive, encouraging and fair (avoid political,  religious or sexual bias)

4. Subjects: daily life issues, current events, science, health, sports, etc.

5. Form: (a) blank-filling: provide the first and the last letters of the word


(b) choice with four possible answers of the same part of speech

6. Sequence: from easier questions to harder ones

II. Translation Test:

1. Focus on sentence patterns, idioms and phrases

2. Form: blank-filling, the whole sentence 


III. Examples:
(1) Zhong-zheng Senior High School 

(A) Vocabulary

1. Nancy wondered whether it was her d_______y to live in England and marry Jason.
2. Hurry up—we p_______d we wouldn't be late. 

3. Many housewives complain that shops have r______d their prices. Life is becoming more and more difficult.  

4. An old man was standing on the bridge looking at the river b______h.
5. Mr. Lee is a s_____n teacher; every student in his class is afraid of him.

6. Venice is a wonderful city to e______e. You’ll be surprised to find how interesting it is.

7. Socrates is a great p_______r in ancient Greece. He thought deeply about things.

8. After years of unhappiness with her husband, she d_________ed him.

9. J. K. Rowling is a woman of d_________n. She follows her dream, and never quits.

10. They fought for a long time, but they got a peaceful result e_________lly.

11. The road to success for Rowling was hard, but at last she s__________ded.

12. This year, New York has the coldest winter on r__________d, and it was never so cold as this year.
13. I can't really tell you anything b________d what you know already, because it’s more than what you can understand.

14. A student from Zhong-zheng Senior High School won the speech c__________n of the year.

15. Garcia ran the m__________n of about 26 miles in just under three hours.
16. The members of the c_________e have discussed and decided to raise their membership fees for the next season.

17. We got a professional football c_________h to come and help us train the team.

18. On our journey back home, we were to do one last activity, either bowling or white water r_________g.

19. It was discovered that three of our Olympic a_________es had taken drugs.
20. Despite his physical challenge, Kacey can d________e and pass the ball as well as able-bodied players.

(Noun: 8  Verb: 7  Adj. 1  Adv. 2   Prep. 1)

(B) Translation
1. 就算你給我音樂會的票，我爸媽也不會讓我去。

________  ________ you give me the ticket _________ the concert, my parents won’t _________ me go.

2. 我跟你賭Lisa不會來。她對這部片沒興趣。

________  _______  ________  that Lisa won’t come. She is not _________ in this movie. 

3. Pat 愛上了另一個女人；無疑地，他對Sherry 的愛已消逝。

   Pat has fallen in love with another woman. His love for Sherry, ______  ________, has _________  __________.
4. 身為一位單親母親, 生活不易, 但她下定了決心要寫完這本書!

Life ________ a single mother was not easy for her, but she _________  _________  

to finish ________ the book.

5. 對於犯錯要有心理準備, 並且從中學習。

Be ________  to _______ mistakes, and learn _________ them.

6. 環遊世界是我的夢想,我永遠不會放棄。

________  ________ the world is my dream, and I will never _______  it  _______.
7. 王建民不僅加入洋基對而且還被徵召入大聯盟。

   Chien-ming Wang takes part in the Yankees ________  ________  ________ gets called up to the Major Leagues.

8. Ralph在房間裡踱來踱去，看起來很擔心。

 Ralph paced _________  __________  _________ in the room, ___________ worried.

(2) Joint College Exttrance Exam:

(A) Vocabulary

1.
If we can ______ to, we will take a vacation abroad in the summer.
(A) pay
(B) move
(C) expose
(D) afford

2.
A ______ mistake found in parenthood is that parents often set unrealistic goals for their children.
(A) terrific
(B) common
(C) straight
(D) favorable
3.
Some words, such as “sandwich” and “hamburger,” were ______ the names of people or even towns. 
(A) originally
(B) ideally
(C) relatively
(D) sincerely
4.
Have you ever ______ how the ancient Egyptians created such marvelous feats of engineering as the pyramids?
(A) concluded
(B) wondered
(C) admitted
(D) persuaded
5.
Mr. Johnson was disappointed at his students for having a passive learning ______.
(A) result
(B) progress
(C) attitude
(D) energy

6.
Anne dreaded giving a speech before three hundred people; even thinking about it made her ______.
(A) passionate
(B) anxious
(C) ambitious
(D) optimistic
7.
I had to ______ Jack’s invitation to the party because it conflicted with an important business meeting.
(A) decline
(B) depart
(C) devote
(D) deserve
8.
Selling fried chicken at the night market doesn’t seem to be a decent business, but it is actually quite ______.
(A) plentiful
(B) precious
(C) profitable
(D) productive
9.
The passengers ______ escaped death when a bomb exploded in the subway station, killing sixty people.
(A) traditionally
(B) valuably
(C) loosely
(D) narrowly

10.
Jerry didn’t ______ his primary school classmate Mary until he listened to her self-introduction.
(A) acquaint
(B) acquire
(C) recognize
(D) realize
11.
With the completion of several public ______ projects, such as the MRT, commuting to work has become easier for people living in the suburbs.
(A) transportation
(B) traffic
(C) travel
(D) transfer
12.
With a good ______ of both Chinese and English, Miss Lin was assigned the task of oral interpretation for the visiting American delegation.

(A) writing
(B) program
(C) command
(D) impression
13.
I am studying so hard for the forthcoming entrance exam that I do not have the        of a free weekend to rest.
(A) luxury
(B) license
(C) limitation
(D) strength
14.
Kim was completely ______ after jogging in the hot sun all afternoon; she had little energy left.
(A) kicked out
(B) handed out
(C) worn out
(D) put out
15.
When Jason failed to pay his bill, the network company        his Internet connection.
(A) cut off
(B) cut back
(C) cut short
(D) cut down

(Noun: 4  Verb: 4  Adj. 3  Adv. 2  Phases: 2)

(B) Translation:

1. 一般人都知道閱讀對孩子有益。

People in general all know that reading is beneficial/good to children.

Common people all know that reading benefits children.

2. 老師應該多鼓勵學生到圖書館借書。

Teachers should more encourage students to borrow books from libraries.

3. 為提供一個無煙的用餐環境，許多餐廳不允許室內抽煙。

To provide a non-smoking dining environment, many restaurants don’t allow smoking indoors.

4. 雖然遭到許多癮君子的反對，這對不抽煙的人的確是一大福音。

Although (being) opposed to by many heavy/chain smokers, it definitely/certainly is great news to non-smokers.

5. 人類對外太空所知非常有限，但長久以來我們對它卻很感興趣。

Human beings know very limitedly about the outer space, but we have long been interested in it very much.

6. 太空科技的快速發展，使我們得以探索它的奧秘。

The fast development of the space technology makes us able to explore its secrets.

7. 身為地球村的成員，我們不應把自己侷限在這個小島上。

As members/citizens of the global village, we should not limit ourselves to this small island.

8. 我們不但應該參與國際性的活動，併且應該展現我們自己的文化特色。

We should not only participate in international affairs but also promote the distinctive features of our culture.

We should promote the distinctive features of our culture as well as participate in international affairs. 
