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Going to a gym and doing the exercises works 
for us in making us fit. 

It’s the same for readers; through reading we 
learn the grammar, we learn the vocabulary, 
but unconsciously.

Veríssimo Toste, Portugal
One of OUP’s extensive reading experts
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CLIL
Content and 

Language
Integrated 
Learning



CLIL teachers need
content-rich books, 
targeted at young 

learners,
in graded language

But for all teachers, 
non-fiction readers, are 

a great resource









VISUAL LITERACY



...combines language learning 
and thinking skills

Students process 
information and develop       

critical thinking skills

‘chewy’ readers; brain food

Powerful because...



How do I use non-
fiction Readers?

 Individual Use or Whole-Class Use

Whole Book or Chapter by Chapter



Okay, I’m going to use the 
Readers with my whole class, 

chapter by chapter. Do you 
have any practical ideas?

Tips and activities for:
 Before reading

While reading

 After reading



Before students get the Reader:
 Introduce the topic

 Check on previous knowledge

 Stimulate students’ interest

My students don’t think 
reading is interesting. They 
are not enthusiastic about 
the Reader. What can I do?



Sounds good. But how can I do 
that? Any practical suggestions?

Before students get the Reader:
 Introduce the topic

 Check on previous knowledge

 Stimulate students’ interest



Volcanoes can make new islands.

Antarctica is a desert.

There are mountains under the ocean.

Mount Everest is getting smaller.

There are no bridges on the Amazon.

Monkeys swim in volcanoes.

True or False?



 Show the cover. Students guess the topic. 
See what they already know (facts or words)

 Pre-quiz e.g. True or False? 

 Use the photos and questions on p. 3

 Treasure Hunts
 for pictures (from descriptions or find answers  

to questions)

 for statistical information

 for Discover! information

Practical suggestions



 Ask students about the photos, illustrations 
to stimulate discussion and thought.

Use a world map as a ‘way in’

 In Levels 5 and 6, you could read and discuss 
the introduction text in each new chapter 

Before each chapter



I’m concerned about new 
vocabulary. Should my students 

know all of the words before 
they start reading?

 Introduce key vocabulary first, or leave 
students to find it at the back when 
they need it

 Play vocabulary prediction games





Good. Now what about 
WHILE my students read? Any 

teaching tips to help them 
become better readers?

It’s all about building students’ reading 

fluency and confidence.



Students lose confidence in their reading 
ability

They become self-conscious about 
pronunciation

They concentrate less on meaning

Listeners are exposed to expressionless 
reading

Everyone’s enjoyment suffers

KEY TIP: Don’t start by asking 
your students to read aloud.



KEY TIP: Do provide a good example 
for your students to emulate. 

Expose them to an example first (e.g.  
play the CD), encourage them to visualize:

Let them listen while looking at the 
pictures

Then they can listen and while following 
the text

Finally, students need time to read 
silently – this is true reading 



Yes, but sometimes the 
students don’t follow the text 
as they listen. How can I make 
sure they follow the text as I 

read it out?

Activities:
 Shouting cloze

 Not that, this!

 Jump words (higher levels can focus 
on grammar e.g. adjectives, questions)



KEY TIP: Students need more chances 
to practice and improve their fluency

Activities:
 Repeated timed silent reading

 Bumper Cars reading race

 I’m feeling so emotional! 

 Board games



And what about after reading? 
We should check students’ 

comprehension, right?

Yes, but try not to make it like a test:
 Focus on knowledge gained (e.g. writing 

“3 things I’ve learned”)

 Games (T/F, Guess!, 20 Qs, Coffee Pot)

What’s your favorite Discover! fact?

 Use a map to review knowledge, or the 
picture dictionary to review vocabulary



And what about after reading? 
We should check students’ 

comprehension, right?

Use the Activities at 
the back of the Reader!



Consolidate 
vocabulary and 

spelling

Improve 
comprehension 

and sentence 
writing ability

Revisit the text, 
process and 

record  
information 

logically

Write informational 
paragraphs



LANGUAGE LEARNING

SKILLS DEVELOPMENT

GAINING KNOWLEDGE

CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS

= BRAIN FOOD



How can I extend from the 
Reader to ensure my students 
really improve their English?

Depends on your aims:

• Vocabulary, Grammar, Reading, Writing
 Activity Book (separate)

• Speaking
 Interview the Expert

 Discover! Presenter





PROJECTS

Research 
skills

Speaking

Teamwork

Writing

Creative
displays

Presenting



Reader
Audio CD Pack

100% American English

100% British English

Components

AND

Activity Book
• Reading, writing, grammar 

practice for each chapter

• Consolidation activities

• Book review





http://www.unesco.org/en/education/

UNESCO
(the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization)

'Literacy' is the ability to identify, understand, 
interpret, create, communicate, compute
and use printed and written materials 
associated with varying contexts.

“…participate fully in the wider society.”



Thank 
you.

Enjoy 
your 

teachin
g. 
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