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	1、 陳純音教授進行“Some Remarks on Reader’s Theater: Theory & Practice”演講：
1. What’s Reader’s Theater? 
· Everyone needs to talk - to hear and to play with language, to exercise the mind and emotions and tongue together. Out of this spirited speech can come meaningful, flavorful language, worth the time and effort of writing and rewriting, phrasing, rehearsing, and reading aloud.” (cited from "Readers Theatre in Elementary Classroom" and "Strategies for Reading: Readers Theatre in the Middle School" by Lois Walker)
· Reader’s Theater (RT) is defined by McCaslin (1990) as "the total presentation of drama, prose, or poetry by two or more readers (p. 263)." It is the oral interpretation of literature presented by readers through their oral reading.

· Reader’s Theater is a simple, effective and risk-free way to get children to enjoy reading. 

· As children write, read, perform and interpret their roles they acquire a better understanding of the literature. 

2. Why Teach Reader’s Theater? 
· Reader’s Theater is "theater of the imagination". 

It involves children in …

· understanding their world.
· creating their own scripts.
· reading aloud.
· performing with a purpose.
· bringing enjoyment to both themselves and their audience.

· Reader’s Theater gives children a purpose:

· for writing

· for reading

· for learning

· for sharing their learning by bringing others into the joyful "imagination space" they create

· Reader's theater is convenient:

· No memorizing
· No props
· No costumes
· No sets
· Reader's theater can create images:

· Space and time can be shrunk or stretched
· Fantastic worlds can be created
· Marvelous journeys can be enacted.

· Reader’s Theater helps to develop life time readers.

· Reader’s Theater enables students to enjoy reading aloud in a non-threatening environment.
· Reader’s Theater gives proficient readers and non-proficient readers a chance to work together.
· Reader’s Theater gives students an opportunity to share their creativity with others.

· Reader’s Theater brings the piece of literature or content material to life and makes it memorable.
3. Theoretical Background 
· In Reader's Theater, children are encouraged to read scripts aloud with vivid intonations and gestures. 

· Reader's Theater is a reading activity which provides children with repeated reading practice - an important factor in building oral reading fluency. 

· Through repeated reading practice, children gradually gain confidence in reading. 
· By involving in Reader’s Theater, children learn how to cooperate with each other and the value of working cooperatively.
· Reader's Theater is an easy way to make dramatic changes in children's literacy development, reading motivation, self-confidence, social skills, and meta-cognitive ability.
Literacy Development
· Tyler, B. and Chard, J. D. (2000). Using readers theater 
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· Readers Theater is a great way to develop children‘s meaningful and fluent reading. The results showed positive effects of Reader's Theater on children's development of reading.
Reading Motivation
· Chen, J. H. (2006). A study of oral reading fluency and motivation for reading:The implementation of Readers Theater in an elementary English class.
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· The findings showed that Reader's Theater had a positive effect on enhancing students' reading motivation.

Self-confidence
· Worthy, J., & Broaddus, K. (2001). Fluency beyond the 
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· With Reader's Theater, most readers lose their fear when practicing a script with a teacher, tutor, or friends in a safe environment. 

· When resistant readers had an opportunity to read aloud in dramatic performances, they practiced and performed successfully. Later on, they came to increase their self-confidence with regular reading performances.
Social Skills
· Latrobe, K. (1996). Encouraging reading & writing 
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· This study showed that through Reader's Theater, students not only improved their oral communication skills but also enhanced the development of cooperative learning strategies by requiring children to work together toward a common goal and supporting their effort in doing so.

Meta-cognitive Ability
· Meta-cognition has been defined as the knowledge and control a person has over one's thinking and learning activities (Baker and Brown, 1984; Jacobs and Paris, 1987). 

· It is the ability to think about, monitor and control one's own learning. 

· Using meta-cognitive strategies, students are able to learn material faster, understand it better, and retain the information longer (Cook and Mayer, 1983; Derry and Murphy, 1986; Pressley, et al., 1989).
· Good readers generally begin reading strategically and integrate information from contextual and semantic sources during reading. As they become better readers, they appear to sample information from text automatically without having to examine the structure of words.
4. Four Parts of Reader’s Theater
· Read a story or piece from literature.

· Write the script by making selective and analytical choices in order to transform the story into a script. 

· Formulate, practice, and refine the reading performance of the script.

· Perform for an audience, reading aloud from hand-held scripts.
5. What Stories to Choose
· simple and lively

· with lots of dialogs or action

· with not too many scenes or characters 
Guidelines for Creating a Script
· Read a story and think about its plot, setting, characters and theme, and complete its outline.

· Choose the character for each group member. 

· Highlight the dialogues with markers. Use different colors for each character.

· Write each character's initials next to the lines she/he speaks. 

· Underline the sections that will be used for narration. 

· Put an “x” next to sections of the text where you might add stage directions.
· In the left-hand margin, write the “clue” word for the stage directions in parentheses. For example: (shouted), (ran up the stairs) (slipped and fell)

· Cut the tags. 

· Cut out the line that repeats who said it. 

· Cut lines that are redundant.  

· Cut lines that are impossible to give imagery or are not necessary to the plot.

· Cut lines about characters that they can express for themselves through facial expressions or gestures. 

· Change a line when necessary to assign to a character as a spoken line.
· Write a script from the text. 

· Add the narrator’s lines to connect scenes, to establish scenes, and/or to summarize action and events. 

· The cast of characters may consist of as few as two or as many as eight. 

(Adapted from L. Hoffman, 1993)
6. Learning Objectives
· Focus: The actor must stay "in character" at all times. There should be no looking around and no laughing while performing. 

· Acting: The actor should have a full understanding of the scene and his/her role in it. This should be apparent in vocal inflection, facial expressions, and body position.

· Eye Contact: The audience should always be able to see the actor’s eyes. The actor must look down quickly to remind him of the line but must have eyes up when speaking the line. When characters speak to each other, the actors do not look at each other but speak to their focus area as if it were the other character.

· Projection: The actors should be able to be heard clearly from the back of the classroom.

· Pace: While an actor is performing, the pace should be comfortable but never too fast. Actors need to anticipate their cues and come in immediately with no pauses. The entire cast should use accelerated tempo to build a scene to a climax.

· Group Work: All actors in a scene should be working together to create their performance. There should never be a feeling of the actor performing in his own world.
7. Websites for Free RT Scripts
· http://www.teachingheart.net/readerstheater.htm
Lots of different resources for all ages http://www.readinglady.com/index.php?name=Downloads
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· Pages and pages of Reader’s Theater to download

http://www.surfcitydelux.com/readerstheater/index.html
Excellent!

· http://www.myteacherpages.com/webpages/JGriffin/reade
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Several short Reader’s Theater
8. Conclusion
· In a Traditional Play scene a costumed "old grandma" character might be asked to speak the line: "I wonder where I put my glasses". Then she might walk across the stage to a kitchen table, sort through props set on the table, find the glasses, then exclaim, "Oh, here they are!" So, to communicate the above scene we've used costumes (and possibly make-up to make the actress look like an "old grandma"), we've used stage movement (blocking), a set piece (table), props (assorted clutter - dishes, magazines, pieces of mail, etc. on the table), and, of course, the glasses themselves.

· In the Reader’s Theater version of that same scene, the old grandma stands facing the audience. She holds her script in her hands or places it on a music stand in front of her. 

· Another reader, a narrator, stands behind her own music stand or sits on a stool nearby. 

· The grandma might wear a little "granny cap" and/or a sign around her neck that says "GRANDMA" (but this isn't truly necessary).
· Does Reader’s Theater take the place of Traditional Theater?
Of course not!
· It's just another way to involve students in a performance or the telling of a story.
· It's also a fantastic way to teach important facts and concepts - and to motivate reading
二、王校長結語：非常感謝陳教授蒞校演講，參與的老師都很enjoy，也學習到很多，謝謝。 
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