Reader’s Theater Script—
《The Great Big Enormous Turnip》(Story by Alexi Tolstoy)
Characters:
Narrator, the Old Man (M), the Old Woman (W), the Granddaughter (GD), the Black Dog (D), the Cat (C) and the Mouse (m).
***************************************************************************************

Narrator: 
Once upon a time an old man planted a little turnip and said,
Old Man: 
Grow, grow little turnip.  Grow Sweet. Grow, grow little turnip.  Grow strong.

Narrator:
And the turnip grew up sweet and strong, and big and enormous.  Then, one day, the old man went to pull it up.
All: 
He pulled and pulled again, but he could not pull it up.
Narrator: 
So the old man called out to the old woman.
Old Man:
My sweetheart, please come and help me pull up the big, sweet, strong, and enormous turnip.
Old Woman:
OK, I’m coming.

M／W／G: 
So the old woman pulled the old man.

D／C／m:
The old man pulled the turnip.
All:
And they pulled and pulled again, but they could not pull it up.
Narrator: 
So, the old woman called her granddaughter…...

Old Woman:
Little pumpkin, come and help us pull up this big, sweet, strong and enormous turnip.
Granddaughter:
OK, I’m coming.

M／W: 
The granddaughter pulled the old woman.

G／D: 
The old woman pulled the old man.

C／m:
The old man pulled the turnip.
All:
And they pulled and pulled again, but they could not pull it up.
Narrator: 
The granddaughter called the black dog…...

Granddaughter:
Little Doggy, come and help us pull out this big, sweet, strong and enormous turnip.

Dog:
W-r-o-o-f!  OK, I’m coming.

Old Man: 
The dog pulled the granddaughter.

Old Woman: 
The granddaughter pulled the old woman.

Granddaughter: 
The old woman pulled the old man.

Dog:
The old man pulled the turnip.
All:
And they pulled and pulled again, but they could not pull it up.
Narrator: 
The black dog called the cat......
Dog: 
W-r-o-o-f!  W-r-o-o-f!  Hello, kitten, come and help us pull out this big, sweet, strong and enormous turnip.

Cat:
Meow－ OK, I’m coming.

Old Man: 
The cat pulled the dog.

Old Woman: 
The dog pulled the granddaughter.

Granddaughter: 
The granddaughter pulled the old woman.

Dog: 
The old woman pulled the old man.

Cat:
The old man pulled the turnip.
All:
And they pulled and pulled again, but still－they could not pull it up.
Narrator: 
The cat called the mouse......
Cat: 
Meow－ Little, mousie, come and help us pull out this big, sweet, strong and enormous turnip.

Mouse:
Squeak!  OK, I’m coming.

Old Man: 
The mouse pulled the cat.

Old Woman: 
The cat pulled the dog.

Granddaughter: 
The dog pulled the granddaughter.

Dog: 
The granddaughter pulled the old woman.

Cat: 
The old woman pulled the old man.

Mouse:
The old man pulled the turnip.
All:
They pulled and pulled again, and up came the turnip at last!

(sing-along)

Pull out turnip, pull out turnip,


Hey-yo, hey-yo, doesn’t work.


Hey-yo, hey-yo, doesn’t work.


Come and help, come and help,


Everybody comes and helps.


Hurray!  We did it!

Scripted by Doris Lee
